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NWATE NEWS 
Message from the President 

Hello to everyone who attended this years’ NWATE 
conference in Pullman, Washington. The conference was 
nothing less than great, and we wish to thank Washington 
State University and this year’s conference team (and lead 
Francene Watson) for their great work.  

Our Invitation 

I am writing to you in the capacity of co-editor of the Northwest Journal of Teacher 
Education. Together, with co-editor Bonnie Stelmach (from the University of 
Saskatchewan), we are inviting you to shape your conference presentation into a 
paper for the Fall 2013 edition of the Journal. We hope many of you who presented 
will submit your papers for this Fall edition, and we actively invite your contributions. 
All postings can be submitted for consideration to nwate@shaw.ca.  Please submit 
your paper by August 1, 2013. 

During the conference, we also saw a great number of excellent presentations and 
would also invite you to share your Power Points or Prezis with the NWATE 
community. Please send these to us as well, as we have developed a “2013 Post-
Conference” section of our website to share and continue dialogue started at the 
conference. All postings can be submitted for consideration to nwate@shaw.ca 

Our Philosophy 

Note that our philosophy within NWATE is to share, rather than “hammer.” During the 
conference, I spoke with a number of young academics about the possibility of 
publishing their work – and our conversations sometimes moved to fears or horror 
stories of submitting publications. That won’t be us! We believe our mandate 
includes building our NWATE community and the individuals within it – hence, as 
editors we hope to encourage and support the academic work of our NWTE 
members. We hope to do this through speedy, careful, and supportive editing.  

Do your best to make certain your work is as ready as possible, then send it to us. 
When you send us your articles, we will try to offer close editing and helpful, 
experienced, and constructive feedback so that your work will be as good as it can 
be. Both Bonnie and I are experienced writers and researchers, with years of 
publishing experience (sadly, most of those years are mine). 

We will never be the Harvard Educational Review, but we hope the Northwest 
Journal of Teacher Education will become a way of sharing helpful academic work 
with high standards for writing and thinking. Also, to facilitate even wider sharing, we 
have created what we call a micro-journal titled Perspectives on Teacher 
Education, which will become a home for shorter idea pieces or blog postings on all 
subjects related to teacher education. We have no idea how well this idea might 
work, but we mean to utilize our NWATE infrastructure to further support sharing 
among other teacher educators, in-service K-12 teachers, or education students at 
both the graduate and undergraduate level.  

Jim Parsons (jim.parsons@ualberta.ca) 
NWATE President 

NWATE (Northwest 
Association of Teacher 

Education) is a network of 
educators engaged in 

discussions and 
collaboration about 

teacher education in the 
Northwest region, with 
members in Alberta, 

Alaska, British Columbia, 
Idaho, Montana, 
Saskatchewan, 

Washington, and Oregon . 
 

 This association is an ideal 
opportunity to get 
involved with other 

educators concerned with 
similar issues in our field. 

This includes in-service and 
pre-service teachers, field 

supervisors, teacher 
preparation educators, 

undergraduate and 
graduate education 

students.   
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